Visiting Heaven?
by Joe R. Price
The cover story of the October 15, 2012 issue of Newsweek is “Heaven Is Real: A Doctor’s Experience with the Afterlife” by neurosurgeon, Dr. Eben Alexander. The article (a precursor to his book, Proof of Heaven: A Neurosurgeon’s Journey into the Afterlife”, to be published October 23, 2012) tells what he believes he experienced as he lay in a meningitis-induced coma. Dr. Alexander believes he must have had a glimpse of heaven since he postulates “there is no scientific explanation for the fact that while (his) body lay in coma, my mind—my conscious, inner self—was alive and well”.

He gives great detail of what he saw and felt: clouds, winged beings, blooming chants, butterflies and a young woman. “Without using any words, she spoke to me. The message went through me like a wind, and I instantly understood that it was true.” Next, she spoke: “The message had three parts, and if I had to translate them into earthly language, I’d say they ran something like this: ‘You are loved and cherished, dearly, forever. You have nothing to fear. There is nothing you can do wrong.’” Fascinating, but false (Matt. 7:21-23; Rev. 21:7-8, 27).

The doctor thinks he now has proof of heaven. I certainly believe in heaven, but not because of this man’s experience and personal interpretation of it. Our faith in heaven rests upon Bible teaching (Rom. 10:17).

If Dr. Alexander really visited heaven then he has been allowed to do what the apostle Paul was forbidden to do: speak of his experience. Paul heard “inexpressible words, which it is not lawful for a man to utter” when he “was caught up to the third heaven” (2 Cor. 12:1-4). God did not allow Paul to speak of it, but the doctor can?!

If heaven is real then so is hell (Mk. 9:43-48; Rev. 20:11-15). That means you can do something wrong! Life after death is real. Heaven and hell are real. Whatever this man experienced, he did not visit heaven. To go there we must trust and obey Christ (Heb. 5:9). 

In the News: Blasphemy and Idolatry

by Stan Cox
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It is obvious that our country has undergone substantial and fundamental changes in the 236 years since our forefathers declared independence from English rule. A country founded upon the promise of religious freedom has become decidedly secular. Traditional moral standards have been replaced by a situational ethic, and what was once scorned is now championed. While there is obvious concern about our present economic and debt problems, few are interested in discussing moral issues.

The Democrat Party’s latest political platform, as penned by party leadership, removed all references to God. When criticized, the references were returned to the document, but only after strong opposition and sustained booing during the voice vote at their convention.

Recent reports of unrest in the Republican party indicate that mainstream leadership is concerned about the effect that social conservatism is having on electability. Some leaders in the party desire that socially conservative positions (pro-life and pro-marriage positions, for example), be removed or deemphasized. They believe them to be injurious to the party as a whole.

It is obvious that the nation as a whole has become more antagonistic toward the expression of Christian faith. It has become more profane, and public statements that are blasphemous and idolatrous are commonly made, with little criticism, and no repercussions.

Some examples:
Glenn Beck, a conservative radio host and well known social commentator was upset that Mitt Romney (who he supported) lost the election. In his comments following the election, he expressed his displeasure with God in profane terms. He was upset that his prayers for victory were not answered. Regardless of his emotional distress, the language was vulgar and blasphemous, and would have been shocking to previous generations. In our day, however, little was said (except by the few who remain sensitive to such inappropriate language, and are offended at such sentiments being expressed toward the Almighty).

Another disturbing trend is the cult of personality that surrounds the President. Back in June of 2009, an editor at Newsweek Magazine, Evan Thomas, said, “In a way Obama is standing above the country, above the world. He’s sort of god. He’s going to bring all different sides together.” Some might say that this is just hyperbole, but the quote is eerily similar to the people’s adoration of Herod, in Acts 12:21-22, “So on a set day Herod, arrayed in royal apparel, sat on his throne and gave an oration to them. And the people kept shouting, ‘The voice of a god and not of a man!’”
On November 8, 2012 at the BET Soul Train Awards, comedian Jamie Foxx, an Obama supporter, said, “It’s like church over here. It’s like church in here. First of all, give an honor to God and our Lord and Savior Barack Obama.” These words would have ruined a career in generations past, but they were widely applauded by the audience on this occasion. It is interesting that Obama has not publicly (that I can find) distanced himself from Foxx’s words. While he is not responsible for what others say, neither was Herod. And yet, we are told, “Then immediately an angel of the Lord struck him [Herod], because he did not give glory to God. And he was eaten by worms and died” (vs. 23). Consider the response of Paul and Barnabas when the people of Lystra reacted to a miracle by proclaiming, “The gods have come down to us in the likeness of men!”, and tried to offer sacrifices to them. Luke wrote, “But when the apostles Barnabas and Paul heard this, they tore their clothes and ran in among the multitude, crying out and saying, ‘Men, why are you doing these things? We also are men with the same nature as you, and preach to you that you should turn from these useless things to the living God, who made the heaven, the earth, the sea, and all things that are in them” (Acts 14:11, 14-15).

Attacks on God and Faith are myriad in our time, and our reaction to them is ridiculed and demeaned. We are “too sensitive”, have “no sense of humor” and are “overreacting” in the minds of many. In the face of such criticism we must continue to “…contend earnestly for the faith which was once for all delivered to the saints” (Jude 3).

Now, as always, “Righteousness exalts a nation, But sin is a reproach to any people” (Proverbs 14:34).
