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We are a part of a society that looks to themselves first. Too many times we seek the approval of our friends, family, or ourselves instead of looking for the approval of God. We try to work around God's word by practicing something and then manipulating the word to make the action seem acceptable. Instead we should look at God's word for what it is and then decide if something is right or not. There is a story that comes to mind that can illustrate this point.





A boy's birthday was just around the corner. All he wanted was a bow and arrow. His father knew of the boy's interest and bought him the present he wished for. The boy opened his present from his father and his eyes lit up. He immediately went to play with the bow and arrow. Shooting at a target painted on a tree, he continued to fail. He tried time and again without any success. He looked at his father in disappointment. All his father could say was, “Keep practicing, son.”


One day the boy's father came home from work and noticed targets painted all over the back yard. There was a target on the tree, the fence, the shed, and several others spread around the yard. As he got closer he saw an arrow in the center of every single target. Impressed, the boy's father walked in the house and asked his son how he improved so much. The boy looked to his dad and said, “Instead of painting the target first and then shooting at it, I shot an arrow, then painted the target around it!”





We have a target we must aim for. The Bible is our target. We have commands and expectations from God that we must carry out. We must understand that whatever the Bible says is what we must obey. Often we decide what we want to do before we make sure it's in accord with God's word. After making that decision we try to make ourselves feel better by adjusting God's word to our actions. Instead we should adjust our actions to God's word! The target is already painted and we can't change anything about it. When we act before knowing what God's word says, we are shooting an arrow without a target in range. We must recognize the target, and aim for the center instead of fooling ourselves into thinking we hit a target that doesn't even exist. We have to find the target first before shooting a blind arrow.





Most sin and error is a direct result of seeking personal pleasure instead of trying to please God. Take, for example, the sin of homosexuality. When a homosexual attempts  to show they aren't in sin we hear them say things like, “God wouldn't want me to be unhappy” and because of that “It's okay to be in a homosexual relationship as long as you're faithful to that one person.” We see an immediate problem. They are too worried about a happy physical life on earth instead of looking to eternal things. Before creation itself God knew this would be a problem. He made this subject clear throughout the Bible so there would be no way around it. “But for Adam there was not found a helper comparable to him” (Gen. 2:20). “Then the rib which the LORD God had taken from man He made into a woman, and He brought her to the man” (Gen. 2:22). “Therefore a man shall leave his father and mother and be joined to his wife, and they shall become one flesh” (Gen. 2:24). There is no way around these verses. Man was alone so God decided to make him a helper. Woman was given to man. Man shall be joined to his wife! There isn't a place in scripture that gives an exception to the rule. Instead of seeing what the Bible says, the homosexual seeks their own happiness and tries to look to the Bible for justification. Instead, we are to see what the Bible says first and then with that knowledge take action.





If a person were to examine the Bible before making a decision, there would be less sin. When taking an honest look at scripture, we can see that the Bible condemns homosexuality. Homosexuality is a form of fornication. The bible speaks against fornication. “But fornication and all uncleanness or covetousness, let it not even be named among you, as is fitting for saints” (Eph. 5:3). The only place for a sexual relationship is marriage.  “Marriage is honorable among all, and the bed undefiled; but fornicators and adulterers God will judge” (Heb. 13:4). Because the only place for that relationship is in marriage, we must look to the Bible to understand who marriage is between. We see in Genesis 2 that marriage is between a man and a woman. Divorce is talked about in Matthew 5. The scripture reads, “Whoever divorces his wife” (Matt. 5:31). This passage only talks about a man (his) and a woman (wife). Anything other than a man and a woman is not marriage and therefore is fornication. The Bible clearly defines marriage as being between a man and woman.





The Bible has been given to man to know what to do to please God. The Bible gives us instruction so “the man of God may be complete, thoroughly equipped for every good work” (2 Tim. 3:17). This requires us to look to the Lord first before we decide to do anything. Before we take any kind of action the first thing we should do is make sure it is in accord with God's word. Nadab and Abihu offered “profane fire before the Lord, which He had not commanded them” (Lev. 10:1). Instead of taking aim at God's target, they shot where they wanted to and expected it to be okay with the Lord. However, “fire went out from the Lord and devoured them, and they died before the Lord” (Lev. 10:2). The Lord was not pleased with Nadab and Abihu because they disobeyed His command.





There are many other examples in the Bible of people failing to hit the target which the Lord had given them. All sin comes from a selfish motive. If we look only to please God and not man we will not try to paint a target around things we desire. Instead we will take aim at the Lord's target and try to hit the center every time. “For God is not the author of confusion but of peace, as in all the churches of the saints” (1 Cor. 14:33). God made sure that the Bible was clear and easy to understand. We can all come to the knowledge of the truth. We are all expected to obey the Lord's commands. We are all expected to look to the Lord first for instruction and guidance in the right direction.


