
The Danger of 
Contrary 
Doctrines
1 CORINTHIANS 15:1-19



1 Corinthians 15:1-11
1 Moreover, brethren, I declare to you the gospel which 
I preached to you, which also you received and in 
which you stand, 2 by which also you are saved, if you 
hold fast that word which I preached to you—
unless you believed in vain. 3 For I delivered to you first 
of all that which I also received: that Christ died for our 
sins according to the Scriptures, 4 and that He was 
buried, and that He rose again the third day according 
to the Scriptures, 5 and that He was seen by Cephas, 
then by the twelve. 6 After that He was seen by over five 
hundred brethren at once, of whom the greater part 
remain to the present, but some have fallen 
asleep. 7 After that He was seen by James, then by all 
the apostles. 8 Then last of all He was seen by me also, 
as by one born out of due time… 11 Therefore, whether it 
was I or they, so we preach and so you believed.



1 Corinthians 15:12-19
12 Now if Christ is preached that He has been 
raised from the dead, how do some among you 
say that there is no resurrection of the dead? 13 But 
if there is no resurrection of the dead, then Christ is 
not risen. 14 And if Christ is not risen, then our 
preaching is empty and your faith is also 
empty. 15 Yes, and we are found false witnesses of 
God, because we have testified of God that He 
raised up Christ, whom He did not raise up—if in 
fact the dead do not rise. 16 For if the dead do not 
rise, then Christ is not risen. 17 And if Christ is not 
risen, your faith is futile; you are still in your 
sins! 18 Then also those who have fallen asleep in 
Christ have perished. 19 If in this life only we have 
hope in Christ, we are of all men the most pitiable.



1 Corinthians 15:1-19

1.This doctrine is wrong 
because it is not what we 
preached nor what you 
received
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1 Corinthians 15:1-19

1.This doctrine is wrong 
because it is not what we 
preached nor what you 
received

2.This doctrine has logical 
consequences 



1 Corinthians 15:12-19
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Doctrines that are 
Contrary
 Predestination (God’s Sovereignty)

 Joshua 24:15 – We choose to serve 
the Lord or not

Acts 17:30 – If it is predetermined by 
God, how can he command all men 
to repent?



Doctrines that are 
Contrary
 Predestination (God’s Sovereignty)

 If predestination is true…

Infants can be condemned to hell, 
because eternity has been 
predetermined

I am who am because God made 
me that way



Doctrines that are 
Contrary
 Predestination (God’s Sovereignty)

 If predestination is true…

I can live however I please 
because eternity has been 
predetermined for me



Doctrines that are 
Contrary
 Once Saved, Always Saved

Hebrews 6:4-6 – One once 
enlightened can fall away

Galatians 5:4 – Some had fallen from 
grace



Doctrines that are 
Contrary
 Once Saved, Always Saved

 If once saved always saved is true…

I can live how I want and do what I 
want because I cannot lose my 
salvation

Those who have been saved and 
turn to extreme immorality will go to 
heaven



Doctrines that are 
Contrary
 Subjective truth

 John 8:32 – You shall know the truth

 Ephesians 5:17 – We are to 
understand what the will of the Lord is

1 Corinthians 4:17 – Teach the same 
thing everywhere in every church



Doctrines that are 
Contrary
 Subjective truth

 If truth is subjective…

I can believe what I want, and you 
can believe what you want, 
because there is no fixed objective 
truth

I can pick and choose what 
commands I want to follow 
because it is subjective



Still, why does it matter?

 1 Corinthians 15:33 – Evil company 
corrupts  

 2 Timothy 4:1-3 – There will come a 
time when they will no longer endure 
sound doctrine

 Titus 1:9-16 – Subvert whole 
households teaching things they 
should not 
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