
From Hearing to Doing

James 1:21-27



James 1:21-27
21 Therefore lay aside all filthiness and overflow of wickedness, 

and receive with meekness the implanted word, which is able to 

save your souls. 22 But be doers of the word, and not hearers 

only, deceiving yourselves. 23 For if anyone is a hearer of the 

word and not a doer, he is like a man observing his natural face 

in a mirror; 24 for he observes himself, goes away, and 

immediately forgets what kind of man he was. 25 But he who 

looks into the perfect law of liberty and continues in it, and is 

not a forgetful hearer but a doer of the work, this one will be 

blessed in what he does. 26 If anyone among you thinks he is 

religious, and does not bridle his tongue but deceives his own 

heart, this one’s religion is useless. 27 Pure and undefiled 

religion before God and the Father is this: to visit orphans and 

widows in their trouble, and to keep oneself unspotted from the 

world. 



The Journey from Hearing to Doing
• Purging all filthiness and wickedness

– 1 Peter 2:1, 11 “Laying aside all…”

– Romans 13:11-14 “Make no provision for the flesh…”

• Receiving with meekness the implanted word

– Psalm 119:11 Indwelling word helps fight against sin

– 1 Peter 1:22-23; 2:1-2 Word purifies soul & aids growth

– Colossians 3:16 “Let the word of Christ dwell in you…”

• Inspecting self with honesty

– James 1:13-16 Must honestly assess where sin comes from

– Galatians 6:7-9 Must honestly face the condemnation of sin

• Considering specifics in self-examination

– Ephesians 4 & 5 Repeated lists of various sins to examine all

– Galatians 5:19-21 “Works of the flesh…and the like”



Where Am I on the 
Journey from Hearing 

to Doing?


