
2 Peter 2:1-22

”grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord 
and Savior Jesus Christ” – 2 Peter 3:18



2 Peter 2:12-16 – The conduct of 
false teachers 

•Question #3
•What had the false teachers forsaken? (2 Peter 

2:12-16)



2 Peter 2:12-16 – The conduct of 
false teachers 

•V.12-14 – False teachers will be destroyed in 
their deception
•False teachers cause destruction

• They are like “brute beasts made to be caught and 
destroyed”

• False teachers bring about their own destruction 
with the views they have
• They “speak evil of things they don’t understand and 

will utterly perish in their own corruption”



2 Peter 2:12-16 – The conduct of 
false teachers 

•V.12-14 – False teachers will be destroyed in 
their deception
•The wages of false teachers are destruction

• “will receive the wages of unrighteousness”

• False teachers make it look like there are no issues
• “count it pleasure to carouse in the daytime”
• “spots and blemishes, carousing in their own 

deception”



2 Peter 2:12-16 – The conduct of 
false teachers 

•V.12-14 – False teachers will be destroyed in 
their deception
•False teachers are unfaithful and try to bring 

others with them
• “eyes full of adultery”

• They have wanton eyes
• “enticing unstable souls”

• Therefore, it is important we grow our faith



2 Peter 2:12-16 – The conduct of 
false teachers 

•V.15-16 – False teachers do not follow the 
way of God
• Like Balaam these have gone away from God

• “they have forsaken the right way and gone astray”
• Balaam “loved the wages of unrighteousness”

• Balaam knew the will of God but was led astray



2 Peter 2:17-22 – The deception of a 
false teacher and the affect

•Question #4
• In what ways will false teachers deceive? (2 Peter 

2:17-18)



2 Peter 2:17-22 – The deception of a 
false teacher and the affect

•V.17 – False teachers bring a false hope
•The message appears to be good but brings 

disappointment
• “wells without water, clouds carried by a tempest”

• See a well during a long and hot journey only to find no 
water

• Clouds appear during a drought only to have no rain

• The “blackness of darkness” is reserved for them



2 Peter 2:17-22 – The deception of a 
false teacher and the affect

•V.18-19 – False teachers allure others in by 
their words, that seem right and true, but 
leads to destruction
•False teachers speak empty words that have no 

substance or basis in scripture, and are meant to 
allure one through lusts and lewdness
• “speak great swelling words of emptiness”
• “they allure though the lusts of the flesh, through 

lewdness”



2 Peter 2:17-22 – The deception of a 
false teacher and the affect

•V.18-19 – False teachers allure others in by 
their words, that seem right and true, but 
leads to destruction
•False teachers speak empty words that have no 

substance or basis in scripture, and are meant to 
allure one through lusts and lewdness
• They allure those who “have actually escaped from 

those who live in error”



2 Peter 2:17-22 – The deception of a 
false teacher and the affect

•V.18-19 – False teachers allure others in by 
their words, that seem right and true, but 
leads to destruction
•They promise liberty but actually bring them into 

bondage 
• “While they promise them liberty, they themselves are 

slaves of corruption; for by whom a person is 
overcome, by him also his is brought into bondage”
• John 8:31-36 – Truth delivers on the promise of 

liberty (no longer being in bondage to sin)



2 Peter 2:17-22 – The deception of a 
false teacher and the affect

•Question #5
•How does God view one that came to know the 

truth but went back into the “pollutions of the 
world”? (2 Peter 2:20-22)



2 Peter 2:17-22 – The deception of a 
false teacher and the affect

•V.20-22 – It would be better for these to have 
never known the truth
•V.20-21 – The latter end is worse for those who 

turn away from the truth they know
• These escaped the “pollution of the world through the 

knowledge of the Lord”
• Then “they are again entangled in them and 

overcome”
• They “turned from the holy commandment delivered 

to them”



2 Peter 2:17-22 – The deception of a 
false teacher and the affect

•V.20-22 – It would be better for these to have 
never known the truth
•V.20-21 – The latter end is worse for those who 

turn away from the truth they know
• Hebrews 10:26-27 – There is a fearful expectation in 

judgement for those who “sin willfully” after receiving 
“the knowledge of the truth” 



2 Peter 2:17-22 – The deception of a 
false teacher and the affect

•V.20-22 – It would be better for these to have 
never known the truth
•V.22 – They did as the old proverb said

• “A dog returns to his own vomit”
• “a sow, having washed, to her wallowing in the mire”

• They were clean and purified but returned to the 
filth


