"I Will Go to My Father"
by Joe R. Price
“But when he came to himself, he said, ‘How many of my father’s hired servants have bread enough and to spare, and I perish with hunger! ’I will arise and go to my father, and will say to him, “Father, I have sinned against heaven and before you, and I am no longer worthy to be called your son. Make me like one of your hired servants.”‘ (Luke 15:17-19)

What poignant, powerful words. Each of us has sinned against God (1 JN. 3:4; Rom. 3:23).  The gospel of Christ reveals the remedy for our sins and the conditions upon which God’s grace and mercy are obtained (Rom. 1:16; 5:8-10; 6:15-18; Mk. 16:15-16).

Still, every sinner must be convinced that he needs a Savior before he will actually believe and obey the gospel to be saved (1 Tim. 4:10). Yes, Jesus died for all men. Yes, His sacrificial death is sufficient to redeem the sinner from spiritual death.  But the sinner must want to be saved. He must come to the Savior to find rest (Matt. 10:28-30). Like the prodigal, the sinner must go to the Father.

The words of the prodigal son teach us the attitude of heart the sinner must have to be forgiven of his sins. When these attitudes are coupled with obedience to God’s plan of salvation (His terms of pardon) one is assured of God’s forgiveness. We cannot go to the Father and receive His forgiveness without both the proper heart and the proper actions.

Like the prodigal, the sinner must be convicted of his sins. He must be convinced he is a sinner. The wasteful son “came to himself,” implying he fully realized his conduct had been reprehensible (Lk. 15:17). Finally, he felt the full weight of his sin (cf. Psa. 51:3). Only when the sinner is overwhelmed with the burden of sin will he go to the Father seeking forgiveness on the Father’s terms (instead of his own). Acts 2:37 represents such a group of sinners. Being convinced by the gospel they had murdered their Messiah they cried out in an anguished plea, “What shall we do?” The inspired apostle told them to repent and be baptized for the remission of their sins (Acts 2:38). The sinner’s reaction to his sin must be the same today. To be convicted of one’s sin is a sobering, humbling moment for the person who wants to live with God’s approval instead of die in the darkness of sin. For that person, being convicted of one’s own sin is a crucial step to go to the Father. 

Like the prodigal, the sinner must know who his sin is against (Lk. 15:18). Ultimately, all sin is against God (Psa. 51:4). Although the prodigal’s father had not personally seen his wasteful conduct, the son realized that his actions were “before” him (“in his sight”, ASV). We would do well to always remember that God sees all our actions and knows all of our thoughts (Heb. 4:13). To obtain forgiveness from God, the sinner (like the prodigal son) must willingly admit and acknowledge that his sin is against the God of heaven. Without such godly sorrow there can be no repentance (2 Cor. 7:10). Only the contrite heart will make the journey back to the Father; only the contrite heart will find a merciful reception (Psa. 51:17; Isa. 66:2).

Like the prodigal, the sinner must approach his Father in utter humility (Lk. 15:19). Only the humble in heart comes to God confessing sin and pleading for mercy. The tax collector of Luke 18:13 possessed this trait. If one has a problem admitting his sin he has a problem with pride. Remember, “God resists the proud, but gives grace to the humble” (Jas. 4:6).

Like the prodigal, when we sin against God we must determine to “go to (our) Father.” Like the prodigal’s father, our heavenly Father is longsuffering, merciful and forgiving (Lk. 15:22-24; 2 Pet. 3:9; Rom. 2:4). Our heavenly Father shows us how to come to Him to be forgiven of our sins. The gospel teaches lost sinners how to be saved. The sinner must hear the gospel and believe in Jesus as the Christ, confess his faith in Christ, repent of his sins and be baptized into Christ for the remission of his sins (JN. 6:45; 8:24; Rom. 10:9-10; Mk. 16:16; Acts 2:38). Now saved, he lives a faithful Christian life in service to Christ (Rom. 12:1-2). Christians who sin must repent and pray to be forgiven (Acts 8:22-24; 1 Jn. 1:9).

For the sake of your salvation, come to yourself and go to your Father. He will forgive you and give you eternal life. “…for this my son was dead and is alive again; he was lost and is found” (Lk. 15:24). 

Do Not Harden Your Heart
by Joe R. Price

The church is God’s house, God’s family (Heb. 3:6; 1 Tim. 3:15). What a blessing it is to be a child of God (1 Jn. 3:1; Gal. 4:6-7). As God’s children we have blessings and responsibilities. Hebrews 3:6 affirms we are “God’s house...if we hold fast the confidence and the rejoicing of the hope firm to the end.” Christians must continue to be steadfastly faithful to God in order to be finally and eternally blessed. To make his point the writer used Israel in the wilderness to teach Christians it is essential to maintain diligent faith throughout life (Heb. 3:7-19). This passage teaches Christians how to avoid hardening our hearts against God. Satan tempts Christians to become unfaithful to the Father (Christians can fall away! Lk. 8:13; Gal. 5:4). The danger of falling away from God is real. God warn us for our spiritual protection.

Do not harden your heart against God through:

Delay (Heb. 3:7-8). “Today, if you will hear His voice, do not harden your hearts as in the rebellion...” Israel was slow to trust and obey God. Over and over Israel made trial of God and did not trust His power to save them and sustain them. Instead, they said, “Is the Lord among us or not?” (Exo. 17:7). Shall we also harden ourselves against God and fail to see our Father’s power and presence in His house (the church, Eph. 3:16, 14-21)? Seize the moment, yield your stubborn will to His and put your faith in the Lord. Otherwise, your heart will grow calloused to the call of faithfulness. Unfaithfulness is rebellion against God; you will be lost. God is ready to save you; do not delay to trust and obey.

Doubt (Heb. 3:8-9). Israel doubted God’s power in the wilderness (Heb. 3:8-9). They had seen His mighty works in Egypt and as they fled the Egyptian army, yet they hesitated to fully trust Him. Their hearts were unresponsive to God’s call for obedient faith and they fell in the wilderness. Do not doubt God. Do not doubt His love, His power, His truth or anything else that comes from Him. Build your faith upon God’s unfailing faithfulness (cf. Rom. 10:17; Heb. 11:1; 13:5-6; Rom. 8:31-39).

Deceitfulness of sin (Heb. 3:13). Sin promises good but delivers pain, regret, sorrow and death (Rom. 6:23; Heb. 11:25). Israel thought worshiping the golden calf would help them and that returning to Egypt would bring them joy. Like Israel, you and I can be deceived into thinking the world holds much better things than Christ has to offer. It is a lie. Do not believe it. Sin leads you away from the Promised Land, not to it.

Disobedience (Heb. 3:15-19). Hearing and knowing God’s word will do you no good unless you obey Him (Heb. 5:9). In fact, when you hear the truth and know it yet continually refuse to obey it you become guilty of provoking God. Plus, you make it more difficult to obey Him in the future. That is the problem with hardening your heart; you can come to a point where you are unreachable (Heb. 6:4-6). The blessing of being a child of God will no longer persuade you to faithfully follow God.

God has promised you rest (Heb. 3:6; 4:11). Be diligent; do not harden your heart. 

