Thoughts on the Recent Election
By Harry Osborne

Since our recent presidential election, I have seen a number of comments and views expressed that give me concerns for a variety of reasons. I do not pretend to have all of the answers or even a sizable portion of them, but I offer some thoughts for your consideration of spiritual implications.
For many years, the prophet Habakkuk has been a character with whom I have felt a kindred spirit and inclination. The book opens with the prophet voicing intense concern over the great wickedness of Judah. He prayed with urgency for God to judge the evil. However, he had his mind set on a way the Lord should answer his prayers. But it did not happen to be the way God had in mind. When God told Habakkuk what He would do to judge that evil by using Babylon to destroy Judah, the prophet was in utter disbelief. The prophet sought justice and it had never occurred to him that God may use a nation more wicked than Judah to judge it. He replied to God concerning how such an action could possibly serve the cause of justice. God did not explain His reasoning to the prophet, but merely reaffirmed His plan was fixed. It was difficult for Habakkuk to “live by faith” and “keep silence before Him” as only the initial events of God’s way were known to the prophet. The last chapter records a prayer of Habakkuk wherein he reflects upon God’s greatness and power as he tries to adjust his mind to the certain judgment of God. I confess a similar tendency to praying for the Lord to resolve a wicked situation in the only way I see best, rather than realizing that the Almighty’s wisdom sees with infinitely greater wisdom and scope than I can fathom.

This fact seems especially needful for us to consider in the present circumstances. How it could be allowed by God for an increasingly wicked country to be led by a man with contempt for biblical principles and values is hard, if not impossible, for us to understand. Yet, we must determine to live by faith and keep silence before Jehovah, knowing His thoughts and ways are higher than our own (Isa. 55:8-9). As is evident in Habakkuk’s case, keeping silence as the Lord is in His holy temple does not suggest we be silent about His truth and His righteousness. Just the opposite! But while we speak up even more boldly about truth and righteousness, we must remember not to try and limit the possible actions of God based upon what we think is acceptable. God does not need our agreement or our counsel – nor will He seek it. He will act with unlimited knowledge and power as the Almighty!

We cannot know either the direction or purpose of God’s actions towards this country. If God sees it is time to either chasten or destroy this nation because we have squandered His blessings and failed to show the righteousness necessary for exalting this nation, who are we to disagree with His choice? I have seen some expressing confidence that God will turn this nation around or turn the current President around by His providential power. He may do so, but why is it necessary that God turn either our nation or any leader around? Would He be no less righteous and wise if He determined our country is fit for destruction and proceeded to do so? I love my country as much as anyone. I still get tears and goose-bumps when I see Old Glory raised. I do not wish the destruction of this country, but I must admit that God would be just in bringing it to an end if such is His decision. The only lasting kingdom is the eternal one of our Lord. We would do well to adjust our thinking to focus on our primary and true citizenship – in heaven (Phil. 3:20).

A greater concern and even shock has come from a growing number of a younger generation among brethren who, in their disgust for the corruption and ineptitude of both major parties, seem enamored with those promoting an amoral basis for government. I have heard expressions of support for a government focused on individual liberty as the primary goal, while minimizing or eliminating the responsibility of government to discern and act on the basis of moral right. It has been said that government should have no part in legislating morality or promoting moral right. These libertarian advocates claim to maintain and defend their staunch stand for morality while promoting as quasi-Saviors those who seek to legitimize the decriminalization of illicit drugs, strike out “same sex marriage” restrictions, nullify anti-prostitution laws and much more. They quote the “Founding Fathers” of our country on the primary purpose of government, while disregarding the Heavenly Father’s expressed statements on the issue. God made it very plain that His intent for government has always had a moral component as its primary purpose for existing:

For rulers are not a terror to good works, but to evil. Do you want to be unafraid of the authority? Do what is good, and you will have praise from the same. For he is God’s minister to you for good. But if you do evil, be afraid; for he does not bear the sword in vain; for he is God’s minister, an avenger to execute wrath on him who practices evil (Rom. 13:3-4).

“But our leaders are not doing that” our modern libertarian thinkers would exclaim in response! That is absolutely correct – our government has failed miserably to punish evil and reward good. So, what should we as Christians do in light of that failure? Throw our hands up, say it will never happen, say that God is the only infallible Enforcer of morals and opt for working towards a government that focuses on our economic prosperity and personal liberty as its amoral focus? No passage of Scripture instructs or implies such. The Scripture does inform us (as seen above) of what should be the guiding principle of government. It is true that no government short of heaven will ever perfectly attain to that ideal. It is also clear that no individual other than our Lord and Savior will ever unfailingly attain to God’s standards for human morals and conduct (Rom. 3:23). So what should we do? Throw away the standard as unworkable? No, we remember that “righteousness exalts a nation, but sin is a reproach to any people” and do our best to keep striving towards that end (Prov. 13:34). An amoral pursuit of economic health and individual liberty will not exalt a nation in the long run. Only righteousness will do that!

The last and greatest concern that I have seen in the aftermath of the recent elections is a growing justification for rebellion and even revolution to overthrow the current situation. It is above our pay grade to take it upon ourselves to revolt against a government that is in place because of God’s working (Rom. 13:1-2).  The Roman government of the first century was as evil and corrupt as possible, but the inspired apostle gave no right for Christians to rebel. Rather, he commanded submission and even honor to that ungodly regime (1 Pet. 2:13-17). It is “the Most High [who] rules in the kingdom of men, and gives it to whomever He chooses” (Dan. 4:32). When God is ready to change rulers and governments, He will do so and does not need our help. Yes, I know our Constitution enumerates the legitimate functions of our government and it has far exceeded those limits. Yes, I know the Declaration of Independence and other founding documents express the right and even obligation of citizens to overthrow a government that becomes antagonistic to the basic “rights” of its citizens. My problem with these concepts is that God did not author our Constitution or Declaration of Independence, nor did He inspire our “Founding Fathers.” Their claim that all people are “endowed by their Creator with certain unalienable Rights, that among these are Life, Liberty and the pursuit of Happiness,” while noble in intent, is nowhere stated in God’s word. In fact, the opposite is the clear point of Scripture’s repeated admonitions to submit – even to oppressive and ungodly governments. Yes, I rejoice in the freedoms I have enjoyed in this country, but I must submit to any government that arises – even if it destroys those freedoms.

Where does all of that bring us? Back to the place of adjusting our minds to the facts given to Habakkuk. The judging of nations is in God’s hands and we must accept His edicts (Hab. 2:2-3). What is our duty? “The just shall live by faith” (Hab. 2:4). All of the while remembering that “the Lord is in His holy temple. Let all the earth keep silence before Him” (Hab. 2:20).
