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The doctrine of continuous revelation is the basic premise from which the entire system of Mormonism is derived. This doctrine asserts that revelation was not completed with the New Testament, but, rather, other revelations from God (such as the Book of Mormon, Doctrine and Covenants, and The Pearl of Great Price) have been and will continue to be made known to man through the years. But, if it can be established that revelation was completed in the First Century-that the Bible contains all of the truth-the entire structure of Mormonism is proved to be man-made and, therefore, false.
Orson Pratt understood this point and stated the proposition as follows:
"If it could be proven from scripture that God had revealed all that He ever intended to reveal, then a professed revelation would not require investigation; for It would be known at once, that everything of the kind was an imposition. It would be folly in the extreme to Inquire whether a professed new revelation were true or false; for if God had declared In His word that no more was to be given, all writings or books purporting to be a new revelation could not be otherwise than false" (Ibid., p. 70).
We see from these statements that all of Mormonism hinges upon whether or not the Bible is a sufficient guide in religion. This, Mormonism emphatically denies. Not only do they tell us that not all the truth was revealed in the Bible, but they also say that what was revealed has been corrupted and much of it lost. Listen to these words from the Book of Mormon:
"And after they go forth by the hand of the twelve apostles of the Lamb, from the Jews unto the Gentiles, thou seest the foundation of a great and abominable church, which is most abominable above all other churches; for behold, they have taken away from the gospel of the lamb, many parts which are plain and most precious; and also many covenants of the Lord have they taken away .... Wherefore, thou seest that after the book hath gone forth through the hands of the great and abominable church, that there are many plain and precious things taken away from the book, which Is the book of the Lamb of God. . ." (1 Nephi 13:26-28).
Having the Mormon position clearly in mind, let us examine the Bible itself. What are its claims concerning completeness? Has it been corrupted as the Book of Mormon claims?
In John 16:13 our Savior was speaking to His apostles when He said, "Howbeit when he, the Spirit of truth, is come, he will guide you into all truth."
The precise nature of the truth into which the apostles were to be guided by the Spirit is limited and defined by the following scripture: "According as his divine power hath given unto us all things that pertain unto life and godliness, through the knowledge of him that hath called us to glory and virtue" (2 Pet. 1:3).
By letting the Bible define its own terms, we see that the apostles were guided into all truth "pertaining to life and godliness."
Notice carefully, please, that all truth containing "All things which pertain to life and godliness," was revealed to the apostles. The inclusion of the word "ALL" in these passages proves beyond doubt the fullness of revelation in the First Century!
We might pause here to observe that since all truth was revealed in the First Century, and Mormonism was not revealed in the First Century, therefore, Mormonism must not be any part of the truth!
But continuing our search of the scriptures, we read: "That which we have seen and heard declare we unto you, that ye also may have fellowship with us . . . And these things write we unto you. . ." (1 John 1:3-4).
So we see that what the apostles received (all truth), they declared to mankind in writing, which writings were to be viewed as the "commandments of the Lord" (1 Cor. 14:37).
These and many other passages conclusively establish the fullness of revelation in the First Century and show that such revelation was also delivered to mankind.
But, remember, the Mormon position is that the gospel was indeed delivered in the First Century and again delivered in 1830. The inspired writer in Jude 3 conclusively settles the matter when he states: ". . . earnestly contend for the faith which was once delivered unto the saints."
That "the faith" is the truth revealed to the apostles and prophets is seen from Gal. 3.23. But notice that this faith was "once" delivered. This word is translated from the original Greek work hapax which means:
"Used of what is so done as to be of perpetual validity and never ever need repetition, once for all" (Joseph H. Thayer, Greek-English Lexicon of the New Testament, p. 54).
You see then that "the faith" which was the "all truth" into which the apostles and prophets were guides, was "so delivered as to be of perpetual validity and never need repetition!" The entire Mormon system falls under the rebuke of this passage.
But not only was the faith "once for all" delivered in the First Century, it was also given the divine promise of indestructibility, whereby its continued existence would be assured: "Being born again, not of corruptible seed, but of incorruptible, by the word of God, which liveth and abideth forever ... the word of the Lord endureth forever. And this is the word which by the gospel is preached unto you" (I Pet. 1:23-25). To contend, as do the Mormons, that much of the word was lost and corrupted, is to deny this plain passage.
The apostles and prophets of the New Testament clearly understood that their teaching would comprise the complete and final body of truth for mankind. We know this because they frequently warned against preaching anything other than their teachings. Notice: "But though we, or an angel from heaven, preach any other gospel unto you than that which we have preached unto you, let him be accursed" (Gal. 1:8).
The gospel of Mormonism is not the same as that of the New Testament. It cannot contain more truth than the First Century Gospel, because the first Gospel contains "all truth." Since the Mormon gospel is not the same and cannot contain more truth than the Gospel of the First Century, it must be another gospel, and, therefore, is expressly condemned!
Mormonism is of man, not God, because the Bible is both complete and uncorrupted - a sufficient religious guide for mankind.
