Lesser-Known Bible Heroes
by Marc W. Gibson

Not all heroes get a lot of attention. It may depend on how well-known the occasion was in which they displayed their heroics. Many heroes are over-looked or quickly forgotten. This is unfortunate, but a fact of life. Many Bible heroes would never be known unless their great heroism was recorded on the pages of Scripture. But even in the Bible, there are heroes that are lesser-known than others. They are not as well-known as Noah, Abraham, David, Daniel, or Paul, but they are heroes nonetheless. Consider a few of these lesser-known heroes of the Bible:

Shiphrah and Puah

These two women are genuine heroes at a very critical time in Israel’s history. The Hebrew people were living in the land of Egypt, and the leaders of Egypt were very concerned about the multiplying of the Hebrews (Exodus 1:6-12). While making their lives miserable with hard bondage, Pharaoh approached two Hebrew midwives, Shiphrah and Puah, with a terrible plan:

…and he said, “When you do the duties of a midwife for the Hebrew women, and see them on the birthstools, if it is a son, then you shall kill him; but if it is a daughter, then she shall live” (vv. 15-16).
Pharaoh’s plan would decimate the Hebrew population of males who would make up the strength and military might of Israel. But, thankfully, “the midwives feared God, and did not do as the king of Egypt commanded them, but saved the male children alive” (v. 17). God was pleased and blessed these midwives (vv. 20-21). Who knows how many male children of Israel were saved by the refusal of these midwives to follow the evil command of Pharaoh.

The lesson to us is the same as what Peter and the other apostles said to the Sanhedrin council when asked why they disobeyed the command of the council to cease preaching in the name of Jesus – “We ought to obey God rather than men” (Acts 5:28-29). We are to be subject to the governing authorities (Roman 13:1), but when man’s laws contradict God’s laws, we must obey God, who is the supreme authority. Heroes who are like Shiphrah and Puah will fear and obey God, even if it puts their own life in danger.

Naaman’s wife’s servant girl
Naaman was the commander of the army of the king of Syria, a great and honorable man, and a mighty man of valor, but he had one big problem – he was a leper (2 Kings 5:1). He needed more help than what man could provide. It just so happened that the Syrians had captured a young Israelite girl and she had become a servant to Naaman’s wife (v. 2). Talking one day, she said something that changed Naaman’s life:

“If only my master were with the prophet who is in Samaria! For he would heal him of his leprosy” (v. 3).
This began a chain of events that led to Naaman going to the prophet Elisha who directed him to wash seven times in the Jordan to be cleansed of his disease. After obeying this command, he was healed (vv. 4-14).

What we learn from this servant girl is that what we know can help another person. There are those around us afflicted with the disease of sin. We know who can heal them. We need to speak up when the opportunity presents itself, or make that opportunity. By the way, we don’t even know the name of this servant girl. Some heroes don’t have names – they are known by their deeds. Anonymous heroes are still heroes, because true heroes know that they are accomplishing something bigger than themselves.

Simon of Cyrene
After being wrongly condemned to death, Jesus was led out to be crucified. The gospel of John tells us that he bore his own cross (John 19:17a), yet something must have happened (fell under the weight of it?) that caused the Roman soldiers to force someone to carry the cross for Jesus. That someone was Simon of Cyrene (Matt. 27:32; Mk. 15:21; Lk. 23:26). Just bearing Jesus’ cross was a heroic act (even though he was “compelled” to do it), but the gospel of Mark gives extra information about him that would indicate that he and his family became well-know to Christians later:

Now they compelled a certain man, Simon a Cyrenian, the father of Alexander and Rufus, as he was coming out of the country and passing by, to bear His cross (Mark 15:21).
Note that Simon is identified as the father of Alexander and Rufus. There would be no need to identify this family connection unless his sons were known to the original readers. Mark’s gospel was most likely written originally for Roman Christians, and, interestingly, one person greeted by Paul in the book of Romans (16:13) is a man named Rufus. It is quite possible that this Rufus is Simon’s son, but we can’t be absolutely certain.

What we can conclude is that Simon’s sons were well-acquainted to early Christian readers, evidently being Christians themselves. Does this mean Simon became a Christian? Heroic acts can lead to life and family-changing events. Will you be a hero today?
Spiritual Infidelity

by Jeremiah Cox

How far can a husband or wife venture with another before the door of infidelity is opened? Such a question reveals an improper mindset in the first place. In marriage one is bound by God to another (cf. Romans 7:2). There is no leniency! Those who understand this would never give a “free pass” to their spouse. They would not tolerate flirtation, or alone time with another! Marriage should not be entered with a mindset to find bits of freedom from that bond in the future. It is a lifetime commitment!

God is the husband of His people, and loathes infidelity (cf. Isaiah 54:5; Jeremiah 3:6-10, 20). Christ is the husband of the church, His wife (cf. 2 Corinthians 11:2; Ephesians 5:22-33). If we understand the magnitude of infidelity in a marriage relationship we must understand the same in our relationship with Christ. “Adulterers and adulteresses! Do you not know that friendship with the world is enmity with God? Whoever therefore wants to be a friend of the world makes himself an enemy of God. Or do you think that the Scripture says in vain, ‘The Spirit who dwells in us yearns jealously’?” (James 4:4-5). Be faithful to your Lord! Do not entertain the thought of an open, or lenient relationship with Him!

