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by Kyle Campbell

When Christians see alarming numbers of Americans openly — even enthusiastically — embracing completely anti-biblical teachings such as abortion, homosexual behavior, and evolution, they wonder how our culture (and the church) has gotten so far from its biblical foundation. Well, the results of a recent survey from Ligonier Ministries suggest that current trends in thinking shouldn’t really surprise us based on popular American theology.
This survey sampled 3,000 Americans from across the country, from many different backgrounds, in an attempt “to take the temperature of America’s theological health, compare it to that of self-identified Christians, and index it over time in order to better equip the church to faithfully preach and teach the whole counsel of God.”
According to the survey, the majority of Americans (53%) don’t believe that heaven and hell are real places and almost half think that there are many different ways to heaven. Also, less than half of the participants believe that God authored the Bible and over half (57%) don’t think the Bible is always accurate. Consequently, only half of Americans (49%) think the Bible has authority in our lives. Sadly, while half of the population (51%) may think that the Bible is authoritative, many of these people don’t base their thinking in all areas on God’s Word as nearly half (45%) are said to believe that the Bible was written for each person to interpret as they chose.
Sadly, our once-“Christian nation” has drifted far from its roots. Few people actually understand solid, biblical theology and biblical illiteracy is rampant throughout our country. The results of our survey, done by America’s Research Group, show that growing up in the church doesn’t necessarily mean that the results will be much different. Of 1,000 twenty-somethings who grew up in the church, but have now left it, 37% believe the Bible has errors and 43% don’t believe all the accounts in the Bible are accurate. How people view the Bible has a direct effect on how they behave, what they believe, and what kind of theology they hold to. If the Bible is full of errors and isn’t 100% true, then why do we have to obey its doctrine? Why should we start our thinking in all areas with God’s Word?
That’s why it’s so important that we teach this next generation to stand on the authority of the Word of God in its entirety — from beginning to end! We have found that a major reason for our young people leaving is because many in the church have neglected God’s Word in Genesis. Instead of accepting what the Bible says about the history of the earth, by and large the church has replaced God’s Word with man’s by accepting evolution and/or millions of years and so God’s Word is no longer accepted as the ultimate authority on Earth’s history — man’s word is! It should come as no surprise that this compromise hasn’t stayed in Genesis but has spread to how people view the rest of the Bible. After all, if you cannot trust God’s Word in Genesis, then why trust what it says throughout the rest of Scripture? Genesis is foundational to the rest of Scripture. Every major doctrine of Scripture finds its basis in the history of Genesis. Why is marriage for one man and one woman? Why do we wear clothes? Why is salvation only able to come through Jesus? All of these, and many more, are based out of Genesis 1-11. The history of Genesis is foundational to the rest of the Bible.
If you compromise in Genesis, then it opens the door for more compromise throughout Scripture.
Observational science has confirmed the Bible’s history over and over again. We can trust the Bible, from the very first verse, and that’s why we can trust the morality, theology, and ultimately, the gospel message found in the Bible.
I encourage you to equip yourself, your families, and your church with answers to call the church, and this culture, back to the foundation of the Bible.



Against All Odds
by Jeremiah Cox

By himself, man is feeble. He is incapable of everything if he has not God. Thus, the feeling of utter helplessness and hopelessness can infiltrate our minds. Some may feel as if the odds are stacked against them – “There is no way I am going to make it to heaven.” Perhaps you have grown up attending church with your family, but you cannot see yourself ever being as strong as your parents. Maybe you became a Christian after a life lived in dissipation, conducting yourself in all forms of ungodliness. You struggle to see yourself being the Christian God expects you to be. These doubts and worries are only legitimate if God is not in the picture.
God has consistently gained victory Against All Odds. He called Abram out of Paganism to be the father of a great nation that would play a part in His eternal purpose (cf. Genesis 11:31-12:3). God was successful, as was Abraham through God’s help. He appointed a once blasphemous and insolent man to be one of His ambassadors before a lost world (cf. 1 Timothy 1:12-17). His purpose was not withheld from Him, and Paul was successful through Christ who strengthened him (cf. Philippians 4:13). Jesus explained the difficulty of rich men making it to heaven – “With men this is impossible, but with God all things are possible” (Matthew 19:26).
God did not choose the wise, mighty, and noble, but the humble who put their trust in Him (cf. 1 Corinthians 1:26-31). There is a reason why no man can glory except in the Lord – without God our salvation is Against All Odds. It is impossible to attain. But with God the odds are in our favor. “Be strong and of good courage; do not be afraid, nor be dismayed, for the Lord your God is with you wherever you go” (Joshua 1:9).
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