Dealing with OthersPRIVATE 

by Donnie V. Rader

Dealing with others is not always easy. What should I say? How much should I believe of what I hear? Is there another side to the story I've been told? Am I being fair in my dealings with others? These and other questions must be answered.

When we deal with others there is always the potential for differences to arise. When those differences come it is easy to forget to use some common sense rules in our conflict. We are not always as fair in dealing with those we disagree with as we are in defending ourselves or those with whom we agree.

For some time I have been thinking about how brethren treat one another. I have thought about how many problems are simple misunderstandings. It seems to me that we are not always as careful as we ought to be. As I have thought and talked with others, some basic rules come to mind that we ought to follow.

1. Pray for wisdom (Jas. 1:5). If there is any time we need wisdom it is when we deal with those with whom we disagree. Let us pray that we may have the wisdom to know: (a) how to approach others, (b) what we should say and what we should not reveal, (c) what I should believe and what I should reject of what I hear, (d) the good that is in other people, and (e) how slow or fast I need to be in my conclusions.

2. Be careful what you say. Any of us could easily get carried away and say things that we would later wish had not been said. The proverb writer said, "He who restrains his lips is wise" (Prov. 10:19). We must be careful what we say to and about others. It may be information that others have told us in confidence. It may be that the one to whom we give the information may not honor our request to keep it confidential. Let us be "slow to speak" (Jas. 1:19) knowing that "a tale bearer reveals secrets, but he who is of a faithful spirit conceals a matter" (Prov. 11:13). We don't have to tell all we know. "A fool vents all his feelings, but a wise man holds them back" (Prov. 29:11).

We must be careful how we choose our words. Let's make sure we are conveying the right idea. If we are not cautious, our words can be like the "piercing of a sword" (Prov. 12:18). We must watch what we say and how we say it. Remember, "A soft answer turns away wrath, but a harsh word stirs up anger" (Prov. 15:1).

Let us also be careful lest we say something detrimental to others. "The hypocrite with his mouth destroys his neighbor" (Prov. 11:9; cf. v. 13; 20:19). It is possible that I could be telling things about others when I don't have all the facts. What I say could destroy the name and reputation of others.

3. There are two sides to the story. In some situations there is some fault on both sides. Thus, both of the parties at odds have some legitimate points. However, there are some situations where the two sides are the right side and the wrong side. Still, there are two sides.

The questions I must ask myself are: Am I listening to and believing the wrong side? Am I taking the wrong side? Have I considered the other side of the story? There may be more that I need to know before I draw my conclusions and state them. The proverb writers said, "The first one to plead his cause seems right, until his neighbor comes and examines him" (Prov. 18:17). Whoever tells his side first makes it sound good.

4. Don't jump to conclusions. Too often we take a little information and fill in more gaps than are there. We can easily assume motives that we have no way of knowing. I wonder how often our talk and criticism about others would change if we deleted everything but the real facts that we know.

The proverb writer warned, "He who answers a matter before he hears it, it is folly and shame to him" (Prov. 18:13). Let us not be hasty in our words (Prov. 29:20).

5. Give others the benefit of the doubt. Love "believes all things" (1 Cor. 13). It gives a person the benefit of the doubt. That means when a questionable situation arises where you could put more than one construction on it, believe the best. When a problem arises and you can put either a good or bad motive on it -- believe the best. After all, don't you want others to do that with you (Matt. 7:12)?

Yes, these rules are simple. But, with a little application we can avoid a lot of friction and misunderstanding.
An Open Letter To Our Muslim Friends

by Jerry Fite

Respecting a person  is more than an attitude. I respectfully approach you by taking the time to examine your beliefs and reflecting upon them. As a Christian, I notice that not much in your belief system reflects the concept of “salvation,” a central theme of the Bible. 

Much about “salvation” in your Holy Book, the Qur’an, is repeating the history of salvation among the Jews (Noah, being saved from the flood, Moses and Israel being saved from Pharaoh, and Lot being saved from the town which practiced abomination.). But as far as your Muslim belief, I believe it is fair to say that your idea of salvation is the escape from the future punishment in hell. A closer look at what your scholars say about the escape from Hell, reveals different concepts.  

The Judgment Day Involves Merit and Reckoning. This is a concept where our good (merit) is weighed and hopefully out weighs any bad (reckoning) on our record. The belief is that the Lord of strict justice will not overlook “an atom” when reckoning human deeds for reward and punishment on the Judgment Day.

The Judgment Day is all about the Will of Allah. Some of your scholars do not see the salvation on the Judgment Day as a matter of Law — deeds weighed by some revealed standard. They see it totally up to the will of Allah. He will do what He wants, for He is Allah. His will is supreme and therefore there can be no certainty about the way things will unfold, regardless of the faith and works of the individual. Hopefully God will forgive sins on the Judgment Day, but it will be totally up to Him and his will then, not of any previously revealed promise. 

The Judgement Day will see Mohammad Intercede. Did you know there is a popular theory among some of you that on the Judgment Day people will ask about “who will intercede with us before the Lord”? According to some of your scholars, intercession will not come from Adam, Moses, Abraham or Jesus (because he is afraid of Allah’s wrath because people have called him Allah’s son). But Mohammad, on the Judgment Day, will be allowed to intercede for his people, and Allah will grant his request.  

Salvation is from a Just God, Demanding the Death of Jesus. The Christian’s confidence in his or her salvation is based upon the just character of God and the death of Christ. Because of God’s “just” character, he can not overlook sin (Rom. 3:25-26). A price had to be paid. Jesus paid that price for our forgiveness through his blood shed in his death (Eph. 1:7, I Pet. 1:18-19). We do not go to the Judgment Day wondering the basis for our salvation. It will not be whatever God wants it to be on that day, but upon what He and His just character has clearly already revealed — the sacrificial death of Christ. 

Jesus is the Only Confident Intercessor. An intercessor stands on equal ground between two parties. Jesus is the only one who could intercede for man because He is God who became also man (Jn. 1:1, 14, I Tim. 1:5). His resurrection from the dead allows Him to continue His intercessory work until the end of time (Heb. 7:25).

We invite you to consider faith in Christ. He and the word He has already spoken will judge us in the last day (2 Cor. 5:17, Jn. 12:48). Face the Judgement Day with confidence, not with contradictory doubts!
