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The nature of the wonderful blessings of God come with responsibilities, namely, that those who identify as Christ’s are willing to stand for His doctrine. Paul urged the Thessalonians to “stand fast in the Lord” (1 Thessalonians 3:8) and to “stand fast, and hold the traditions which ye have been taught, whether by word, or our epistle” (2 Thessalonians 2:15). An effective way to illustrate standing for truth is through the people who have done it. Micaiah was a prophet of God during the reign of the wicked king, Ahab. In 2 Chronicles 18:1-34, Micaiah stood for right even though it cost him. There are four very good traits of this relatively obscure but important prophet of God that teach a valuable lesson about fighting for truth.
First, he was a hated prophet (vv. 1-7). Ahab hated Micaiah because he only prophesied evil against him. This really has not changed. God’s spokesmen are still hated today. Christ warned, “If the world hate you, ye know that it hated me before it hated you. If ye were of the world, the world would love his own: but because ye are not of the world, but I have chosen you out of the world, therefore the world hateth you” (John 15:18-19). But these men boldly did the will of God, and were approved by God. When religious leaders hated the apostles and persecuted them, they had the strength of character to declare, “We ought to obey God rather than men” (Acts 5:29).
Second, he was an honest prophet (vv. 8-22). Micaiah would not be swayed from speaking the truth God gave him. Even though he knew this would cause him to suffer, he prophesied boldly anyway. In Acts 4:29, the apostles prayed for boldness that they may continue preaching truth. We need that boldness today. Paul asked for prayers that the word of God would free course and be glorified (2 Thessalonians 3:1). The word is glorified when people have the backbone to honestly proclaim it. Error, issues, and controversy abound — both from within the church and from without (cp. Acts 20:29-30). A Christian who will not stand for God’s truth and shrinks in the face of opposition is not worth anything to the Lord and deserves no respect from Him and other brethren.
Third, he was a humiliated prophet (vv. 23-27). A false prophet slapped him. Ahab put him in prison. But Micaiah remained true. What will we do when we are really put to the test of standing for the truth? Will we be able to stand even when we suffer for the decision (Hebrews 10:32; 1 Peter 3:14; 4:12)? Will we cower and be counted among the popular or will we put on the whole armor of God and fight for what is right and true even though we might be maligned and characterized as troublemakers like Ahab did with Elijah (1 Kings 18:17)? Elijah answered Ahab by telling him, “I have not troubled Israel; but thou, and thy father’s house, in that ye have forsaken the commandments of the Lord, and thou hast followed Baalim” (v. 18).
Fourth, he was an honored prophet (vv. 28-34). Micaiah had the greatest honor of all — his prophecy came true. It was evident who the man of God was! Ezekiel wrote, “And they, whether they will hear, or whether they will forbear, (for they are a rebellious house,) yet shall know that there hath been a prophet among them” (Ezekiel 2:5). Deuteronomy 18:21-22 gives the criteria for a true prophet: “And if thou say in thine heart, How shall we know the word which the Lord hath not spoken? When a prophet speaketh in the name of the Lord, if the thing follow not, nor come to pass, that is the thing which the Lord hath not spoken, but the prophet hath spoken it presumptuously: thou shalt not be afraid of him.” No matter what circumstances befell Micaiah, he was honored by God because he spoke God’s truth; he was willing to “speak as the oracles of God” (1 Peter 4:11). God’s truth is too pure and important to be compromised. Paul asked his beloved Galatians, “Am I therefore become your enemy, because I tell you the truth?” (4:16). No man wishes to anger or create unrest, but truth inevitably does this (Matthew 10:34), but you will be blessed if you hold to divine truth.
You learn a lot about a person when you learn what it cost him to stand where he stood. What will it cost you to stand for the truth? Are you willing to pay that cost? Micaiah did and found himself numbered among God’s eternal faithful. May we have the courage to stand for God’s truth.


God Reigns in the Kingdoms of Men
by Stan Cox

In Jeremiah 51, Jehovah proclaimed the ultimate destruction of the kingdom of Babylon. Though it was yet to happen, that judgment of God was sure. “‘Therefore behold, the days are coming,’ says the Lord, ‘That I will bring judgment on her carved images, And throughout all her land the wounded shall groan. Though Babylon were to mount up to heaven, and though she were to fortify the height of her strength, yet from Me plunderers would come to her,’ says the Lord” (vs 52-53).
It does not matter how powerful the nation may be, how large the army, how explosive the arsenal, God’s will is done. In every age and in every place, when men trust in their own might to stand against the righteous God of heaven, they are doomed to destruction. Paul said, “And He [God] has made from one blood every nation of men to dwell on all the face of the earth, and has determined their preappointed times and the boundaries of their dwellings” (Acts 17:26).
“Righteousness exalts a nation, but sin is a reproach to any people” (Proverbs 14:34). God judged Babylon because she was an idolatrous and evil kingdom. “Thus Babylon shall sink and not rise from the catastrophe that I will bring upon her. And they shall be weary” (Jeremiah 51:64). This is an important lesson that our own nation needs to hear and learn to avoid the same fate.
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