Was Saul Saved On the Road? 

Acts 9

What's the big deal?

· Contradicts what the bible teaches.

· Agrees with false doctrine.

· Makes baptism unnecessary. 

I. Saul had faith (v. 6). 

A. Called Christ Lord (didn't know who it was) (Acts 22:9 – others saw the light and were afraid)

· Lord – kurios – supreme in authority. 

· “kick against the goads” - Goad – an eight-foot wooden pole, shod at one end with a spade used for removing mud from the plow and at the other with a sharp point for prodding oxen. It was a formidable weapon in the hands of Shamgar (Judges 3:31  “After him was Shamgar the son of Anath, who killed six hundred men of the Philistines with an ox goad; and he also delivered Israel.”). To “kick against the pricks” pictures oxen kicking against the goads – a figure of useless resistance to a greater power.


B. He trembled. (called him Lord again and knew who it was. He had faith.)

· (James 2:19 – Demons believe and tremble.)

II. Saul was not saved at the point of faith (v. 9). 

A. He asked what he needed to do. (v. 6) (He had a change of heart. Still not saved.)

· He knew everything he had been doing was wrong. (Acts 7:57-8:3; 9:1-2)

· He knew he was in sin! (1 Jn. 1:7 – “the blood of Jesus Christ His son cleanses us from all sin.”) (why still in sin if saved?)

· If he was saved, why did he think he needed to do something?


B. He was told to go into Damascus. (v. 6)

· He was sorrowful! (v. 9) 

· Godly sorrow. (2 Cor. 7:10)

· He knew a change had to be made. Repentance!  

III. Saul was saved in Damascus (v. 8, 17, 18).

A. “You will be told what you MUST do.” (v. 6)

· What is necessary to do!

· No other option.


B. Ananias told him what he MUST do. (Acts 22:16; 9:18)

IV. What must YOU do?


In order to be saved we must do as Saul did.

· Hear! Rom. 10:17 (He had been hearing the word. He was against it. Also Christ himself appeared and spoke to him.)

· Believe! Mk. 16:16 (He believed when Christ appeared to him. v. 6)

· Repent! Acts 2:38 (He no longer persecuted Christians. He prayed. v. 11) 

· Confess! Rom. 10:9 (Jesus revealed who He was. Saul called him Lord. v. 6)

· Be Baptized! Mk. 16:16; 1 Pet. 3:21 (He was baptized. v. 18)

