
1st John 5:1-5



1 John 5:1-5
1 Whoever believes that Jesus is the Christ is born of 
God, and everyone who loves Him who begot also 
loves him who is begotten of Him. 2 By this we 
know that we love the children of God, when we 
love God and keep His commandments. 3 For this is 
the love of God, that we keep His commandments. 
And His commandments are not burdensome. 4 For 
whatever is born of God overcomes the world. And 
this is the victory that has overcome the world - our 
faith. 5 Who is he who overcomes the world, but he 
who believes that Jesus is the Son of God? 
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What Is Involved in the Love of God?
• Keeping His Commandments

– John 13:31-35  Command to love one another seen as test
– John 13:36-38  Peter’s love was tested by obedience
– John 14:15-24 Helper, Spirit of truth, aids knowing commands
– 1 John 2:3-6 Keeping word is also proof of our love for God

• Recognizing His Commandments Are Not Burdensome
– Deuteronomy 6:24  God’s laws are always for man’s good
– 1 John 3:4-10  Character of God’s children is opposed to sin
– Matthew 11:28-30  Yoke of Christ is light compared to world

• Overcoming the World
– 1 John 2:12-17 Overcoming the world due to indwelling word
– 1 John 4:4  Parallel to the Greater One abiding in us
– Revelation 2:7  Overcomers in letters to churches are with God



Conclusion...
• Sometimes hear, “I tried, but couldn’t overcome”

• Problem not human inability, but shortage of faith

• Steps to building a faith that overcomes:
 Fully appreciate order, design & grandeur of 

creation

 See evidence of true God in fulfilled prophecy

 Read, study & meditate on totality of God’s word

 Pray for the wisdom & strength promised

 Helps to consider the absurdity of failure to believe

• Understand your faith & strength grow in time


