
The Nature of 

REPENTANCE

Matthew 21:28-32



Matthew 21:28-32
28 “But what do you think? A man had two sons, and he 
came to the first and said, ‘Son, go, work today in my 
vineyard.’ 29 He answered and said, ‘I will not,’ but 
afterward he regretted it and went. 30 Then he came to the 
second and said likewise. And he answered and said, 
‘I go, sir,’ but he did not go. 31 Which of the two did the 
will of his father?” They said to Him, “The first.” Jesus 
said to them, “Assuredly, I say to you that tax collectors 
and harlots enter the kingdom of God before you. 
32 For John came to you in the way of righteousness, and 
you did not believe him; but tax collectors and harlots 
believed him; and when you saw it, you did not afterward 
relent and believe him. 



Repentance Is Essential

• Foundational to preaching from the 

beginning of the Gospel

–Luke 24:46-47

–Acts 2:38

–Acts 3:19

• Demanded of all who obey God

–Acts 17:30



Repentance Is NOT

• Just recognition of sin

–Felix terrified by recognition (Acts 24:25)

• Just acknowledgement of sin

– Judas admitted his sin, but died in it without 
repenting (Matt. 27:3-4)

• Just a change of conduct

–Mob ceased beating Paul (Acts 21:32)

• None of these actions by itself constitutes 
biblical repentance



Repentance Involves Change

• Involves a change, but not just any change:

– Intellectual - that is Faith (Heb. 11:6)

–Relationship - that is Baptism (Gal. 3:26-27)

–Emotional - that is reaction to guilt of sin (Ezra 

10:1)

• Repentance is a change of mind which is 

accompanied by an amended life 

–Luke 3:7-14; Matthew 21:28-31

• Changes in true repentance…



2 Corinthians 7:10-11 (NKJV)

10 For godly sorrow produces repentance leading 

to salvation, not to be regretted; but the sorrow 

of the world produces death. 11 For observe this 

very thing, that you sorrowed in a godly manner: 

What diligence it produced in you, what clearing 

of yourselves, what indignation, what fear, what 

vehement desire, what zeal, what vindication! In 

all things you proved yourselves to be clear in 

this matter.
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2 Corinthians 7:10-11 (ASV)
10 For godly sorrow worketh repentance unto 

salvation, a repentance which bringeth no regret: 

but the sorrow of the world worketh death. 11 For 

behold, this selfsame thing, that ye were made 

sorry after a godly sort, what earnest care it 

wrought in you, yea what clearing of yourselves, 

yea what indignation, yea what fear, yea what 

longing, yea what zeal, yea what avenging! In 

everything ye approved yourselves to be pure in 

the matter.



Repentance & 2 Corinthians 7

• Godly sorrow precedes repentance

– Emotion due to recognition of sin against God

• Causes “earnest care”

• Causes “clearing”

• Causes “indignation”

• Causes “fear”

• Causes “longing”

• Causes “zeal”

• Causes “avenging”

• Manifests fact that we are pure in the matter



Being Led to Repentance
• Scripture defines how we are led to repentance

– Romans 2:4

– Romans 5:6-9

• As we reflect on God’s goodness, we see our sin:
– Grieves God (Gen. 6:6; Matt. 23:37)

– Our hostility in sin brings God’s loving discipline to correct 
and shape us (Heb. 12:5-12)

– Difference in our reflection & self-examination causes 
differences in prayers (Luke 18:9-14)

– Repenting & confessing sins necessary to cleanse (1 Jn. 1:9)

• When we truly repent, we:
– Never fail to fully admit and be ashamed of sins

– Never recall past sins with longing and joy

– Never think lightly of penalty paid for our sins


