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• “Moral relativism is a theory which advances the idea that right 
and wrong are not absolute values and cannot be defined by 
any standard. They are individualized according to a person’s 
environment or their cultural assimilation.”

• “The standards by which a culture conducts its daily living may 
be diametrically opposed to the ideals, beliefs and values of 
another culture, with neither being ‘right’ or ‘wrong’.”

• “One group’s good can be another group’s evil.”



1950’s Culture vs. 21st Century



1950’s Culture vs. 21st Century





The Bible Condemns Homosexuality
• 1 Corinthians 6:9-10 “Do you not know that the unrighteous will not 

inherit the kingdom of God? Do not be deceived. Neither fornicators, 
nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor homosexuals, nor sodomites, nor 
thieves, nor covetous, nor drunkards, nor revilers, nor extortioners will 
inherit the kingdom of God.”

• 1 Timothy 1:9-10 “Knowing this: that the law is not made for a 
righteous person, but for the lawless and insubordinate, for the ungodly 
and for sinners, for the unholy and profane, for murderers of fathers 
and murderers of mothers, for manslayers, for fornicators, for 
sodomites, for kidnappers, for liars, for perjurers, and if there is any 
other thing that is contrary to sound doctrine...” 

• Romans 1:26-27 “For this reason God gave them up to vile passions. 
For even their women exchanged the natural use for what is against 
nature. Likewise also the men, leaving the natural use of the woman, 
burned in their lust for one another, men with men committing what is 
shameful, and receiving in themselves the penalty of their error which 
was due.” 



The Bible Condemns All Fornication

• Galatians 5:19-21 “Now the works of the flesh are evident, 

which are: adultery, fornication, uncleanness, lewdness, 

idolatry, sorcery, hatred, contentions, jealousies, outbursts of 

wrath, selfish ambitions, dissensions, heresies, envy, murders, 

drunkenness, revelries, and the like; of which I tell you 

beforehand, just as I also told you in time past, that those who 

practice such things will not inherit the kingdom of God.”

• Ephesians 5:3 “But fornication and all uncleanness or 

covetousness, let it not even be named among you, as is fitting 

for saints.” 

• Colossians 3:5-6 “Therefore put to death your members which 

are on the earth: fornication, uncleanness, passion, evil desire, 

and covetousness, which is idolatry. Because of these things the 

wrath of God is coming upon the sons of disobedience.” 



The Bible Condemns All Fornication
• 1 Thessalonians 4:3-7 “For this is the will of God, your 

sanctification: that you should abstain from sexual immorality; that 

each of you should know how to possess his own vessel in 

sanctification and honor, not in passion of lust, like the Gentiles who 

do not know God; that no one should take advantage of and defraud

his brother in this matter, because the Lord is the avenger of all such, 

as we also forewarned you and testified. For God did not call us to 

uncleanness, but in holiness.” 

• Jude 7 “As Sodom and Gomorrah, and the cities around them in a 

similar manner to these, having given themselves over to sexual 

immorality and gone after strange flesh, are set forth as an example, 

suffering the vengeance of eternal fire.” 

• 1 Corinthians 7:2 “Nevertheless, because of sexual immorality, 

let each man have his own wife, and let each woman have her 

own husband. 



Bible Forbids Sundering Marriage 
• Matthew 19:3-9 “And there came unto him Pharisees, trying 

him, and saying, Is it lawful for a man to put away his wife for 
every cause? And he answered and said, Have ye not read, that 
he who made them from the beginning made them male and 
female, and said, For this cause shall a man leave his father and 
mother, and shall cleave to his wife; and the two shall become 
one flesh? So that they are no more two, but one flesh. What 
therefore God hath joined together, let not man put asunder. 
They say unto him, Why then did Moses command to give a bill 
of divorcement, and to put her away? He saith unto them, Moses 
for your hardness of heart suffered you to put away your wives: 
but from the beginning it hath not been so. And I say unto you, 
Whosoever shall put away his wife, except for fornication, 
and shall marry another, commits adultery: and he that 
marries her when she is put away commits adultery.” 



Bible Forbids Sundering Marriage 
• Matthew 5:31-32 “ It was said also, Whosoever shall put away 

his wife, let him give her a writing of divorcement: but I say 

unto you, that every one that puts away his wife, saving for the 

cause of fornication, makes her an adulteress: and whosoever 

shall marry her when she is put away commits adultery.”

• 1 Corinthians 7:10-11 “Now to the married I command, yet not 

I but the Lord: A wife is not to depart from her husband. But 

even if she does depart, let her remain unmarried or be 

reconciled to her husband. And a husband is not to divorce his 

wife.”

• Luke 16:18 “Every one that puts away his wife, and marries 

another, commits adultery: and he that marries one that is put 

away from a husband commits adultery. 



In What Kind of Culture 

Were Bible Morals Stated?



“In Greece there had never been any shame in 

relationships before marriage or outside 

marriage. Demosthenes writes as if it was the 

merest commonplace, as indeed it was:  ‘We 

keep mistresses for pleasure, concubines for 

the day-to-day needs of the body, but we have 

wives in order to produce children legitimately 

and to have a trustworthy guardian of our 

homes.’”
(Barclay, Flesh & Spirit, p. 24)

Ancient Greece



Roman Empire

“Chastity is simply a proof of ugliness.”

“Innocence is not rare, it is non-existent.”

(Seneca, On Benefits, 3.16.1-3; On Anger, 2.8)              

“…an age when shame seems to have 

vanished from the earth” (J. J. Chapman, 

cited in Flesh & Spirit, Barclay, p. 24)



Roman Empire

“Roman women were married to be 

divorced & were divorced to be married.  

Some of them distinguished the years, 

not by the names of the consuls, but by 

the names of their husbands.”  (Seneca)



“Of the first fifteen Emperors, Claudius 

was the only one whose taste in love was 

entirely correct.”  

(Gibbon, Rise and Fall of the Roman Empire)

Roman Empire

• Julius Caesar was notoriously the lover of king 

Nicomedes of Bithynia

• Nero “married” a youth called Sporus & had a 

marriage procession through the streets of Rome   

(Barclay, p. 27)



“There was no strong body of opinion 

against immorality.  To the Greco-Roman 

world immorality in sexual matters was 

not immorality; it was established custom 

and practice.”  (Barclay, 28)

Greco-Roman World:
The New Testament Age



• Popular practice of sexual promiscuity

• Premarital sex is common & accepted

• Adultery is widespread & taken lightly

• Homosexuality accepted by many churches, 
in clergy, entertainment, society, law...

• Same-sex marriage is now accepted by law 
in all 50 states

• Bible condemnation of immorality (in all 
forms) is rejected as narrow & judgmental

Sensually-Sick America



Biblical Morality Is Not 
from the Surrounding 

Culture, but Despite It!



Bible Teaching on Modesty 
• 1 Timothy 2:8-10 “ I desire therefore that the men pray everywhere, 

lifting up holy hands, without wrath and doubting; in like manner also, 

that the women adorn themselves in modest apparel, with propriety 

and moderation, not with braided hair or gold or pearls or costly 

clothing, but, which is proper for women professing godliness, with 

good works.”

• 1 Peter 3:1-5 “Wives, likewise, be submissive to your own husbands, 

that even if some do not obey the word, they, without a word, may be 

won by the conduct of their wives, when they observe your chaste 

conduct accompanied by fear. Do not let your adornment be merely 

outward — arranging the hair, wearing gold, or putting on fine apparel 

— rather let it be the hidden person of the heart, with the incorruptible 

beauty of a gentle and quiet spirit, which is very precious in the 

sight of God. For in this manner, in former times, the holy women 

who trusted in God also adorned themselves...”



Is Biblical Modesty the 
Product of Culture?

Or Is It Defined by Scripture?



Moral Shame of “Nakedness” 

• Nakedness as moral shame found from Genesis 3:7 through 

Revelation 3:17; 16:15; 17:16

• Genesis 3:10 Adam with apron hid because “naked”

• Exodus 20:26 No steps to be on the altar “that your 

nakedness may not be exposed on it”

• Exodus 28:42 “Make for them linen trousers to cover their 

nakedness; they shall reach from the waist to the thighs” 

• Isaiah 47:2-3 “Uncover the thigh… Your nakedness shall 

be uncovered, yes, your shame will be seen”

• Isaiah 20:4 “Naked and barefoot, with their buttocks 

uncovered, to the shame of Egypt ”

• Ezekiel 16:7-8 “Naked and bare” with breasts exposed, so 

God spread wing “over you and covered your nakedness” 



Letting Scripture Define the 
Moral Shame of “Nakedness”

• Exposing any of the following rendered one “naked” in 
Bible terms:

– Loins

– Buttocks

– Breasts

– Thighs

• When God clothed Adam & Eve, all were covered

• These principles predated O.T. law & covenant

• Which can we leave uncovered & be godly?

• If the Bible does not define this moral sin, how is it 
defined? Culturally...? Individually...? Intuitively...?



Scripture, Not Culture, 
Defines Moral Standards


